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	BRANDT	REPORT	MISSION 

THE	BRANDT	REPORT	 is	an	annual	White	Paper	presentation	to	inform	and	educate	students, sports	 
industry	professionals	and	other	interested	parties	about	a	current	sports	law/business/policy	topic	that	 
has	experienced	disruption	in	the	prior	year.	The	Report	is	prepared	and	constructed	with	research	and	 
analysis	by	students	from	the	Jeffrey	S.	Moorad	Center	for	the	Study	of	Sports	Law	at	Villanova	School	of	 
Law, 	under	the	guidance	of	Executive	Director	Andrew	Brandt.	The	 Moorad	Center	and	Brandt	are	thought	 
leaders	on	legal	and	business	aspects	of	sports	and	the	changing	dynamics	in	sports	law, sports	business, 
sports	media, sports	policy	and	sports	thought.	The	2021	Brandt	Report	focuses	on	the	topic	of	the	 
Covid-19	Effect	on	Sports. 
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	FROM	THE	DIRECTOR 
As	the	Executive	Director	of	the	Moorad	Center, I	wanted	to	welcome	you	to	the	2nd	Annual	Brandt	Report.	 

The Moorad	Center	has, since	its	inception	in	2012, set	a	new	standard	in	sports	legal	and	business	education.	Leading	from	over	60	years	 
of	experience	in	the	business	of	sports	between	our	founder	Jeffrey	 Moorad	and	myself, we	take	deep	dives	into	the	most	incisive	and	 
topical	sports	content	year	after	year, semester	after	semester, week	after	week.	We	have	a	robust	curriculum	of	sports	law	and	business	 
courses	and	our	students	are	perennial	winners	at	annual	student	competitions	around	the	country.	We	have	top	industry	professionals	as	 
guest	speakers	and	as	our	Board	of	Advisors;	we	host	an	annual	Symposium	that	has	become	a	staple	of	the	sports	event	calendar. 

Now	the	Brandt	Report	becomes	another	differentiator	to	our	program:	an	annual	White	Paper	where	our	students	display	comprehensive	 
knowledge	and	research	on	a	central	and	topical	area	in	sports.	The	Report	serves	a	wide	audience	including	other	students	throughout	the	 
country	and	the	world	as	well	as	sports	industry	professionals, media	and	more.	Our	inaugural	topic	last	year	was	the	State	of	Sports	 
Betting	in	America.		 

We	now	present	our	second	annual	Brandt	Report	focusing	on	the	Covid-19	Effect	on	Sports	over	the	past	year.	In	here	you	will	find	the	 
extraordinary	impact	of	the	Covid-19	virus	on	sports	across	the	globe:	how	the	sport	was	affected, how	the	sport	returned	to	play	(or	not), 
health	and	safety	protocols, negative	financial	consequences	and	assessing	each	sport's	future	in	dealing	with	the	continuing	virus	impacts.	 

Enjoy	this	in-depth	look	at	the	Covid-19	Effect	on	Sports.	We	hope	you	find	it	a	helpful	and	informative	resource.	Thank	you	for	your	 
support.	 

—Andrew	Brandt,	 Executive 	Director	 4	 
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The season 
resumed inside the 

Orlando Bubble, 
beginning 

with exhibition 
games 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/nba/2020/03/11/coronavirus-jazz-thunder-game-postponed-rudy-gobert-ill/5027600002/
https://ca.nba.com/news/sights-and-sounds-from-the-first-scrimmages-at-the-orlando-bubble/1fk6t8ycect1f1gyb9sm8yz3g4
https://www.basketball-reference.com/playoffs/NBA_2020_games.html


	 	

  	
		

 

 

	

		NBA	SEASON 	ECONOMICS 

• When	the	NBA	season	paused, 258 games	were	canceled	and	not	 
made	up, leading	to	a	loss	of	 $694	million	 

• The	NBA	spent	 $180	million	 to	operate	 100 days	of	basketball	in	its	 
Orlando	Bubble	 

• The	Bubble	operation	allowed	the	NBA	to	avoid	losing	their	 
broadcasting	deals	worth	 $1.5	 billion	dollars	 
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https://theathletic.com/2140632/2020/10/16/the-lakers-won-a-title-but-also-lost-the-most-potential-fan-revenue-in-2019-20/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tommybeer/2020/10/20/report-nbas-bubble-prevented-15-billion-in-losses/?sh=3f76dc613823


		 	

	 

	

 
	

	NBA	OPERATIONAL	CHANGES 

ORLANDO	BUBBLE	 

• The	NBA	bubbled	in	Orlando	at	Disney	 
World	and	invited	 22	teams.	Only	teams	 
in	contention	for	a	playoff	spot	were	 
invited.	 16 of	the	 22 	teams	in	the	bubble 
made	the	playoffs.	The	Orlando	Bubble	 
allowed	the	NBA	to	continue	play	during	 
the	height	of	the	Covid-19	pandemic	 

• The	NBA’s	bubble	experiment	worked, as	 
there	 were	0	positive	Covid-19	tests	 for 
players	throughout	the	entirety	of	the	 
Orlando	Bubble		 
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https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/30055011/everything-happened-nba-bubble
https://www.latimes.com/science/newsletter/2020-10-12/coronavirus-today-nba-bubble-success-covid-lakers-coronavirus-today


	 	

  	

 

 

		NBA 	OPT	OUTS 

• 9	NBA	players opted	out	of	the	Bubble	 

• Players	who	opted	out	faced	losing	up	to	 
15%	 of	their 	salary	 

• For	example, Avery	Bradley	of	the	Los	 
Angeles	Lakers, 	opted	out	of	the	NBA	 
Orlando	Bubble	and	lost	roughly	 
$650,000	 of	his	$4,469,063	salary	 
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https://www.lineups.com/articles/list-of-nba-players-opting-out-of-nba-bubble-orlando/
https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/29355391/lakers-avery-bradley-opts-nba-restart-cites-family-concerns


	 	

 
	

 

 

 

	

		NBA 	2020-2021	SEASON 

• The	National	Basketball	Players	Association	(NBPA)	approved	a	shortened	season	with	a	 
72-game 	regular 	season schedule 	running	from	 December	22,	2020	to	May	16,	2021	 

• The	NBA	decided	on	a	 play-in	 tournament	 for	the	seventh	and	eighth	playoff	seeds	 
which	will	include	teams	with	the	seventh-highest	through	the	tenth-highest	winning	 
percentages	in	each	conference	 

• All-Star	Game	 on	 March	7,	2021	 at	State	Farm	Arena	in	Atlanta	 

• NBA	will	commit	 $2.5	million	 in	funds	and	resources	toward	Historically	Black	 
Colleges	and	Universities	(HBCUs)	and	support	awareness	around	equity	and	access	 
to	Covid-19	care, relief, and	vaccines	 
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https://www.nba.com/news/its-done-the-nba-comes-back-on-dec-22-a-72-game-season
https://www.nba.com/news/nba-announces-structure-and-format-for-2020-21-season
https://www.nba.com/news/nba-all-star-2021-announcement-official-release
https://abc11.com/nba-all-star-game-hbcu-donation/10352163/
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https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-coronavirus-to-provide-update-on-concerns/c-316131734
https://www.nhlpa.com/the-pa/cba
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2020/09/28/nhl-schedule-for-2020-stanley-cup-final-schedule/
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https://app.sponsorcircle.com/articles/1346
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2020/07/10/nhl-salary-cap-to-stay-flat-at-81-5m-bad-news-for-big-spenders-free-agents/%23:~:text=Flat $81.5M salary cap,for at least 2020-21
https://www.si.com/hockey/news/bettman-it-would-be-cheaper-for-us-to-shut-the-doors-and-not-play
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/30694245/expecting-billions-losses-short-season-nhl-gary-bettman-says-cheaper-us-shut-doors-not-play
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NHL	OPT	OUTS 

• The	deadline	to	opt	out	without	discipline	or	penalty	 
for	the	2019-2020	season	was July 13,	2020 

• During	the	2019-2020	season, only	 6	players 
opted	out	of	the	NHL	Return	to	Play	Plan	 

• The	opt	out	 deadline for	the	2020-2021	season	was	 
December	24, 2020	for	non-playoff	teams, while	the	 
opt	out	deadline	was	December	27, 2020	for	players	 
on	teams	who	competed	in	the	2019-2020	playoffs		 
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https://www.nashvillepost.com/sports/nashville-predators/article/21139439/nhl-training-camps-begin-july-13-players-can-opt-out-of-playoffs
https://www.nhl.com/news/green-polak-baertschi-hamonic-opt-out-return-to-play/c-317388712
https://www.nhl.com/news/key-questions-answers-2020-21-nhl-season/c-319847468
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https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-postseason-bubbles-successful-in-edmonton-toronto/c-319236934


		 	

  	

  	

  	

		

	NHL	2020-2021	SEASON 

• The	NHL	 began its	2021	regular	season	on	 January 13,	2021 

• The	2020-2021	season	was	shortened	to	 56	games from	the	usual	 82	games	 

• Although	the	NHL	could	lose	billions	this	season, 	NHL	 Commissioner	 Bettman 
stated	“We’re	coming	back	to	play	this	season	because	we	think	it's	important	for	 
the	game, because	our	fans	and	our	players	want	us	to, and	it	may	give	people— 
particularly	in	isolation, or	where	there	are	curfews—a	sense	of	normalcy	and	 
something	to	do”		 
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https://nbc25news.com/sports/nhl/nhl-announces-a-56-game-regular-season-starting-january-13-2021%23:~:text=NHL announces a 56 game regular season starting January 13, 2021,-by Courtney Bennett&text=The NHL has announced an,and conclude on May 8
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/30566022/nhl-players-agree-56-game-regular-season-featuring-all-divisional-play
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-commissioner-gary-bettman-on-2020-21-season/c-320200732
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https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/timeline-of-how-the-covid-19-pandemic-has-impacted-the-2020-major-league-baseball-season/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/timeline-of-how-the-covid-19-pandemic-has-impacted-the-2020-major-league-baseball-season/
https://www.nbcsports.com/philadelphia/phillies/mlb-agreement-2020-season-schedule-opening-day
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/justin-turner-celebrates-with-dodgers-after-positive-covid-test-four-lingering-question-as-mlb-investigates/
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https://www.nbcsports.com/philadelphia/phillies/mlb-agreement-2020-season-schedule-opening-day
https://theathletic.com/2160374/2020/10/26/mlb-owners-lay-off-hundreds-as-revenues-plummet-drastically-changing-the-sport/
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https://www.nbcsports.com/bayarea/giants/mlb-opt-out-tracker-every-player-who-has-declined-play-2020-season
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https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/how-60-game-2020-mlb-season-impacts-salaries-of-baseballs-highest-and-lowest-paid-players/
https://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/30174980/mlb-players-extended-streak-no-new-covid-19-positive-tests-54
https://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/30011224/mlb-allowing-limited-number-fans-nlcs-world-series-arlington-texas


			MLB	2021	SEASON	

•  The	MLB	and	MLBPA	disagreed	over	whether	to	
delay	the	2021	season,	therefore	forcing	them	to	
defer	to	the	CBA	and	play	a	full	162-game	season	

•  The	2021	season	will	begin	in	April		

•  Commissioner	Manfred	said	the	MLB	will	“be	more	
aggressive”	about	having	fans	in	the	stands	in	the	
2021	season	if	there	is	local	government	and	health	
department	approval	

21	

https://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/30816958/mlbpa-rejects-mlb-proposal-delay-2021-season
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/rob-manfred-says-mlb-will-be-more-aggressive-about-hosting-fans-during-2021-season/
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https://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/29101466/virtual-nfl-draft-draws-55-million-viewers-league-says
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/27/us/nfl-preseason-games-coronavirus-spt-trnd/index.html
https://www.sportingnews.com/us/nfl/news/nfl-schedule-2020-season-start-week-1-covid-19/12gfx0023rflg1xmb71f4wlxr5
https://www.forbes.com/sites/joewalsh/2020/11/30/san-francisco-49ers-temporarily-relocate-to-arizona-amid-covid-spike/?sh=3c5016c5633f
https://www.tampabay.com/sports/bucs/2021/01/22/super-bowl-55-will-have-22000-fans-including-7500-vaccinated-health-care-workers/


			NFL	COVID-19	OUTBREAKS	

NOVEMBER	27,	2020	
Baltimore	Ravens		
23	Ravens	players	were	
placed	on	the	Covid-19	list	

3	games	were	rescheduled	
to	different	days	of	the	week	
as	a	result	
	

SEPTEMBER	29,	2020	
Tennessee	Titans	
23	total	positive	Covid-19	tests	
within	the	organization	

The	Titans	were	fined	$350,000	for	
holding	workouts	outside	of	the	
team	facility	during	the	week	and	
their	game	against	the	Pittsburgh	
Steelers	was	canceled	
	

OCTOBER	3-7,	2020		
New	England	Patriots	
New	England	Patriots	game	
against	the	Kansas	City	
Chiefs	was	postponed	1	day	
due	to	a	Covid-19	outbreak	
within	the	team	
	

NOVEMBER	26,	2020		
Denver	Broncos	
The	NFL	ruled	all	4	of	the	
Broncos’	quarterbacks	ineligible	
to	play	in	the	team’s	upcoming	
game	due	to	contact	tracing	

The	Denver	Broncos	wanted	to	
postpone	the	game	because	they	
lacked	an	NFL-ready	QB,	but	the	
NFL	stated	they	would	only	
postpone	games	due	to	health	
concerns,	and	not	due	to	
competitive	balance		
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https://www.sportsnet.ca/nfl/article/ap-source-nfl-fines-titans-350000-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.nfl.com/news/postponed-patriots-chiefs-game-being-planned-for-monday-night-pending-results-of
https://apnews.com/article/nfl-jeff-driskel-denver-broncos-kendall-hinton-new-orleans-saints-d61c906911fa12348e82a1b9353707dd
https://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/ravens/bs-sp-ravens-statement-coronavirus-outbreak-20201205-e4fk5fpsdbe4nfdirpg2omr7v4-story.html


		

•  According	to	Marc	Ganis,	co-founder	
of	Chicago-based	consulting	group	
Sportscorp,	the	NFL	lost	an	estimated	
$3-4	billion	despite	playing	during	the	
pandemic	

•  2020	salary	cap	remained	the	same	
at	$198	million,	but	the	2021	cap	was	
reduced	to	$182.5	million		

	NFL	SEASON	ECONOMICS	
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https://www.cbsnews.com/news/nfl-pandemic-billion-revenue-loss/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2021/2/18/22289390/nfl-salary-cap-increase


			NFL	OPERATIONAL	CHANGES	

STADIUM	CAPACITY	
•  NFL	games	had	varying	capacities	of	fans	throughout	the	
season	

ROSTER	
•  Practice	squad	was	expanded	from	12	to	16	players	
•  Players	placed	on	Covid-19	Injured	Reserve	could	return	
after	3	weeks		

BUBBLING	
•  Bubbling	is	not	feasible	for	the	NFL	given	roster	sizes,	
practice	rosters,	coaching	staffs,	and	medical	staffs.	They	did	
not	bubble	for	the	2020-2021	season	and	will	not	bubble	
next	season	either	

	

	“We	don’t	see	the	bubble	as	most	refer	
to	it	in	one	location.	We	feel	strongly	
our	protocols	are	working.	We’re	
willing	to	adjust	and	adapt	those	
protocols,	take	additional	steps.	But	I	
don’t	see	us	doing	the	bubble	in	the	
sense	that	the	media	focuses	on	it.”	
	—	ROGER	GOODELL		
when	asked	whether	the	NFL	would	
bubble	for	the	2021-2022	NFL	season	
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https://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/29910246/where-32-nfl-teams-stands-allowing-fans-stadiums
https://www.cbssports.com/nfl/news/nfl-reportedly-proposes-expansion-of-practice-squad-and-here-are-the-details/
https://www.nbcsports.com/washington/washington-football/report-nfl-creating-covid-19-ir-classification-those-who-test-positive-virus
https://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/29820641/inside-new-nfl-roster-rules-2020-expanded-rosters-practice-squad-injured-reserve
https://www.cbssports.com/nfl/news/nfl-playoff-bubble-roger-goodell-doesnt-see-it-happening-at-a-neutral-site-during-2020-postseason/
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https://www.si.com/soccer/2020/03/13/bundesliga-suspended-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.espn.com/soccer/german-bundesliga/story/4092930/german-bundesliga-resumes-after-coronavirus-outbreak-what-matchdayplayer-testing-and-safety-will-look-like
https://www.espn.com/soccer/german-bundesliga/story/4124426/german-bundesligas-successful-end-to-the-season-what-we-learned-from-their-post-coronavirus-campaign


			BUNDESLIGA	ECONOMICS	

•  Average	attendance	for	the	Bundesliga	
is	second	only	to	the	NFL	

•  Resuming	the	season	without	fans	led	to	
up	to	a	$110	million	loss	in	revenue	per	
team	

•  The	league	would	have	lost	an	
additional	$812	million	in	revenue	if	the	
2020	season	did	not	resume,	due	to	
broadcasting	deals	
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https://www.latimes.com/sports/soccer/story/2020-04-09/german-soccer-leagues-bundesliga-plan-empty-stadiums-salvage-tv-money
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https://www.bbc.com/sport/football/52848048
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/28/sports/soccer/coronavirus-premier-league-restart.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/giacomogalardini/2020/06/01/italian-soccer-set-to-resume-as-serie-a-releases-revised-season-schedule/?sh=7cb5f4a2999d
https://www.mlssoccer.com/post/2020/06/10/mls-back-all-26-teams-resume-season-espn-wide-world-sports-starting-july-8


			INDIVIDUAL	SPORTS	CASE	STUDY:	GOLF	

GENERAL	OPERATION	CHANGES	
•  March	12,	2020—The	Players	Championship	was	canceled	
•  Due	to	the	nature	of	golf,	there	weren’t	many	operational	changes	
RULES	AND	GUIDELINES	
•  A	symptom-based	model	was	used	to	start	the	season,	then	on	July	1,	2020	transitioned	to	a	

testing-based	model	to	track	asymptomatic	cases	
•  Professional	golf	began	using	Whoop	as	a	partner	to	track	the	health	of	players	
PRACTICE	RESTART	
•  Players	were	able	to	practice	throughout	the	pandemic	
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https://www.golfchannel.com/news/pga-tour-announces-cancellation-players-championship-and-next-three-events
https://www.pgatour.com/company/2020/07/28/pga-tour-statement-health-and-safety-plan-updates-social-distancing-testing-covid-19-coronavirus.html
https://www.golfdigest.com/story/pga-tour-players-covid-19-whoop


			GOLF	TOURNAMENTS	

RETURN	OF	TOURNAMENT	PLAY	
•  The	first	full	tournament	was	the	Charles	Schwab	on		June	11,	2020
•  However,	there	were	charity	golf	events	earlier	such	as	“The	

Match”	between	Tom	Brady,	Peyton	Manning,	Phil	Mickelson,	and	
Tiger	Woods.	The	Match	raised	$20,000,000	for	Covid-19	relief	

		

THE	MASTERS	
•  The	Masters	was	originally	scheduled	from	April	9-12,	2020.	3	days	

before	the	event,	it	was	postponed	to	November	12-15,	2020.	
Dustin	Johnson	won	the	2020	Masters	with	a	record	score	of	268,	
20	strokes	under	par	

•  Since	golf	is	an	individual	sport,	opt	outs	were	not	a	concern.	Players
who	did	not	want	to	play	a	certain	tournament,	simply	did	not	
register		

•  Golf	training	was	relatively	uninterrupted,	but	tournaments	were	
delayed	for	some	time.	This	shifted	schedule	led	to	many	golfers	
playing	tournaments	they	would	not	have	normally	played	
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https://www.espn.com/golf/story/_/id/29043368/pga-revises-schedule-targeting-june-8-start-charles-schwab-challenge
https://www.cbssports.com/golf/news/tiger-woods-vs-phil-mickelson-match-score-results-20m-raised-as-woods-peyton-manning-beat-lefty-tom-brady/live/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/sports/dustin-johnson-wins-masters-golf-tournament-record-score-268-n1247873


COLLEGE	ATHLETICS	AND	COVID-19	
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			NCAA	DIVISION	I	ATHLETICS	CUTS	

•  30	schools	cut	a	total	of	86	non-revenue-producing	programs	across	22	different	sports		

•  1,389	athletes	were	affected	by	the	program	cuts	(not	including	indoor	track	and	field	
athletes)	

•  Number	of	athletes	impacted	by	indoor	track	and	field	cuts	was	not	reported	because	
they	are	the	same	athletes	competing	on	the	outdoor	team			

•  However,	schools	that	cut	cross	country	or	indoor	track	and	field	are	weakening	
their	program,	and	thus,	could	see	many	of	their	outdoor	track	and	field	athletes	
transfer	to	schools	offering	all	3	seasons	as	supporting	all	3	seasons	is	the	norm				

•  Although	7	less	swimming	and	diving	programs	were	cut	than	tennis	programs,		
25	more	swimming	and	athletes	were	affected	by	the	cuts		
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http://almanac.mattalkonline.com/covid-19-era-dropped-sports/
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			MEN’S	PROGRAM	CUTS	
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Top 5 Most Cut Men's Programs
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			WOMEN’S	PROGRAM	CUTS	
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Top 3 Most Cut Women's Programs
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			COLLEGE	FOOTBALL	OPERATIONAL	CHANGES	

CANCELED/POSTPONED	GAMES	
•  139	games	were	canceled	or	
postponed	during	the	2020	
regular	season	due	to	
Covid-19	

FAN	CAPACITIES	
•  Some	schools	allowed	up	to	
25%	capacity,	while	other	
schools	did	not	allow	fans	to	
attend	games	
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https://www.cbssports.com/college-football/news/college-football-sees-139-games-canceled-or-postponed-during-2020-regular-season-due-to-covid-19-issues/
https://dknation.draftkings.com/2020/8/31/21409534/college-football-schedule-2020-stadiums-without-fans-team-status-covid-19-pandemic-sec-acc-big-12


"""I,JJ*`*"$&/k*)$&JJ").-*J.'*"

E31%"$+A$
A=A=$$$

!]8$2PY$#:T;$[:5[8Q86$879"
";9>203?9;"<="081"8<4;32>938""

?4;03M"725=80>9"<="879"Z42;89;=0325"M2>9"
C98D993"I;90M78<3"23?"/2038"H<73b1G""

)79"<879;">2\<;"'I&&"@<3=9;93@91"251<"
@23@959?"8790;"@<3=9;93@9"8<4;32>9381""

'I&&"+;910?938"-2;U"*>>9;8"23?"879"
$<2;?"<="`<L9;3<;1"[:5[8Q86$;]8$A=A=$
.%33$;RZ75:O85;TG".8"D21"879"=0;18"
80>9"879">93b1"8<4;32>938"D21"3<8"

795?"103@9"08"?9C489?"03"!PQP""

.&'#E2#1$+>$
A=A=$

.&'#E2#1$AI$
A=A=$

)#%#E2#1$A@$
A=A=$

)79"'I&&"233<43@9?"
"8728"879"9380;9"#N#!"

'I&&"-93b1"$21U98C255"
)<4;32>938"D<45?"C9"
795?"03".3?0232:<501A"
.3?0232"23?"879"#N#!"
6<>93b1"$21U98C255"
)<4;32>938"D<45?"C9"

795?"03"S<418<3A"
")9F21""

)79"#N#NO#N#!"
(0L010<3"."@<559M9"
C21U98C255"1921<3"

C9M23"

)79"'I&&"=059?"
19L9;25"=9?9;25"
8;2?9>2;U"
2::50@280<31"

03@54?03M"<39"=<;"
"879":7;219""

e-21U"-2?3911f""
]!"

https://www.cbssports.com/college-basketball/news/2020-ncaa-tournament-canceled-due-to-growing-threat-of-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.ncaa.org/about/resources/media-center/news/ncaa-relocating-2021-division-i-men-s-basketball-championship-sites
https://www.si.com/college/2020/09/16/college-basketball-start-date-nov-25
https://www.newsweek.com/ncaa-files-federal-trademark-mask-madness-mimic-march-madness-1557619


•! &587<4M7"879")<4;32>938"D21"@23@959?A"879"'I&&"72?"
@23@955280<3"0314;23@9"<="NAL=$OPQQPR5A"D70@7"03@54?9?"
80@U98"23?">9?02";0M781";95289?";9L9349"5<1191"

•! $9=<;9"879":23?9>0@A"879"'I&&"D21":;<\9@89?"8<"
?018;0C489"N>==$OPQQPR5$92;39?"=;<>"879"#N#N"'I&&"
)<4;32>938"2><3M"081"(0L010<3"."1@7<<51G"$9@2419"879"
8<4;32>938"D21"@23@959?A"879"'I&&"D21"<35B"2C59"8<"
?018;0C489"d##^">0550<3G")701"01"2C<48"+h@$<="879"9F:9@89?"
:2B<48A"D70@7"74;8"@<559M9"2875980@1"C4?M981"3280<3D0?9"

"

]#"

"""I,JJ*`*"$&/k*)$&JJ"*I,',-.I/"
""-&%IS"-&('*//"""
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https://www.espn.com/olympics/story/_/id/28946033/tokyo-olympics-officially-postponed-2021
https://www.espn.com/olympics/story/_/id/28969950/tokyo-olympic-opening-ceremony-rescheduled-july-23-2021


			OLYMPICS	ECONOMICS	

•  The	cost	of	postponing	the	2020	Olympic	Games	is	
projected	to	reach	up	to	$2.8	billion	according	to	the	
Tokyo	organizing	committee	
•  $1.64	billion	of	this	added	cost	comes	from	

operational	costs	of	the	delay	
•  $920	million	of	this	added	cost	comes	from	

Covid-19	countermeasures	

•  U.S.	Olympic	and	Paralympic	Foundation	established	
the	Covid-19	Athlete	Assistance	Fund	to	support	
athletes	financially	affected	by	the	Covid-19	
pandemic	and	the	postponement	of	the	Tokyo	
Olympics	and	Paralympics.	Over	$1.4	million	was	
raised	and	was	distributed	to	1,220	U.S.	Olympic	
athletes	in	a	one-time	$1,163	stipend	
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https://www.insurancejournal.com/news/international/2020/12/07/593048.htm
https://www.teamusa.org/News/2020/October/20/COVID-Athlete-Assistance-Fund-Extends-Financial-Aid-To-1200-Team-USA-Athletes
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https://olympics.nbcsports.com/2020/12/12/world-indoor-track-and-field-championships-postponed/
https://olympics.nbcsports.com/2020/02/29/olympic-marathon-trials-results/
https://worldathletics.org/news/news/2020-wanda-diamond-league-season-review


			TRACK	AND	FIELD	
ECONOMICS	AND	OPERATIONAL	CHANGES					

•  Meet	operations	and	cancellations	were	determined	on	a	meet-by-meet	basis		

•  Professional	track	athletes	rely	on	sponsorship	deals	and	prize	money	rather	than	salaries			

•  Sponsorship	deals	usually	require	participation	in	a	minimum	number	of	competitions	per	year		

•  Athletes	got	creative	to	meet	their	sponsorship	minimums		

•  Virtual	dual	meets	

•  In	June,	the	Atlanta	Track	Club	Elite	raced	the	Oregon	Track	Club	Elite	in	a	dual	meet	where	the	
teams	ran	at	the	same	time	on	tracks	on	opposite	U.S.	coasts	

•  The	American	Track	League	was	created	by	well-known	track	agent	Paul	Doyle,	to	provide	
competition	opportunities	for	athletes		

•  The	USA	Track	and	Field	Foundation	provided	elite	athletes	with	a	$400	stipend	to	put	toward	portable	
equipment,	since	access	to	weight	rooms	and	gyms	was	restricted	during	the	pandemic		 		
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https://www.registerguard.com/story/sports/college/track-field/2020/06/21/oregon-track-club-elite-wins-virtual-dual-meet/42108237/
https://www.usatffoundation.org/usatf-foundation-assists-elite-athletes-with-workout-equipment-during-covid-19-crisis/
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	SOCIAL	JUSTICE	IN	THE	RUNNING	COMMUNITY	
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Ahmaud	Arbery’s	death	caused	a	massive	reaction	within	the	running	community		
	

•  A	virtual	run	was	organized	attracting	hundreds	of	thousands	of	participants	across	
6	continents.	Participants	ran	2.23	miles	and	posted	to	social	media	with	the	
hashtag	“#IRUNWITHMAUD.”	The	organizers	planned	to	continue	the	event	on	the	
23rd	of	each	month	until	the	trial	of	the	men	that	shot	Arbery	

•  New	Balance	donated	10,000	pairs	of	shoes	to	Black	organizations	in	Atlanta,	GA	
throughout	the	month	

•  The	2:23	Foundation,	a	nonprofit	established	in	memory	of	Arbery,	hosted	a	
virtual	run	called	#FinishTheRun	
•  The	2:23	Foundation,	“fights	against	systemic	injustice	by	providing	people	

with	scholarships,	training,	leadership	opportunities,	and	tools	to	pursue	
public	offices.”	

•  Professional	and	Olympic	runners	and	entire	elite	track	clubs	supported	the	
virtual	run	

•  Prominent	footwear	companies	including	Saucony	and	Brooks	donated	
significant	sums	to	the	2:23	Foundation,	encouraged	participation,	and	
released	statements	of	support	

“...this	is	not	about	running.	
This	is	about	black	people	being	
able	to	live	their	lives	without	
fear	of	consequence	that	
someone	is	going	to	make	a	set	
of	assumptions	about	them	and	
call	the	police	on	them,	or	in	
this	case,	take	action	into	their	
own	hands	by	making	an	
assumption	that	they’re	a	
criminal.	That	is	ridiculous.”	
—MICHAEL	JOHNSON,	
	4x	Olympic	Gold	Medalist,	and	
3x	World	Record	holder	

https://223foundation.org/
https://footwearnews.com/2021/focus/athletic-outdoor/ahmaud-arbery-brooks-running-donation-223-foundation-1203110185/
https://theundefeated.com/features/olympian-michael-johnson-on-ahmaud-arbery-this-is-not-about-running/
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https://www.si.com/wnba/2020/07/25/wnba-dedicates-season-breonna-taylor-moment-of-silence
https://www.wnba.com/news/wnba-announces-a-2020-season-dedicated-to-social-justice/
https://www.insider.com/wnba-games-postponed-solidarity-with-nba-against-police-brutality-2020-8


		SUMMARY	

•  Covid-19	caused	the	sports	world	at	large	to	shut	down	in	March	2020	

•  The	professional	and	collegiate	sports	leagues	worked	toward	resuming	
play	amidst	the	pandemic,	with	some	of	those	leagues	opting	to	“bubble”	

•  The	NBA	showed	us	that	“bubbling”	works,	as	the	NBA	was	able	to	resume	
play	and	have	zero	NBA	players	test	positive	for	Covid-19	while	in	the	
Orlando	Bubble		

•  Players	across	many	leagues	leveraged	their	voices	to	speak	out	about	
social	justice	issues,	pushing	for	conversations	and	actions	from	both	the	
leagues	and	society	at	large		
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		LOOKING	FORWARD	

•  Despite	the	various	professional	and	collegiate	sports	leagues	being	able	to	resume	play	during	the	
pandemic,	Covid-19	is	still	an	issue	

•  Due	to	Covid-19,	there	will	be	long-term	player	salary	ramifications	for	professional	sports	leagues	

•  Additionally,	further	eliminations	of	collegiate	sports	are	likely	

•  Opt	out	deadlines	are	favored	by	teams	so	they	can	plan	their	rosters	accordingly.	It	is	in	the	interest	
	of	the	players	to	have	flexibility	when	it	comes	to	opting	out	so	they	can	adjust	their	decision	as	
circumstances	change.	This	balance	will	be	important	to	consider	going	forward,	especially	as	the	
	MLB’s	new	CBA	is	negotiated	

•  Broadcasting	rights	make	up	a	large	chunk	of	most	leagues’	revenues,	making	upholding	broadcasting	
agreements	critically	important	in	the	sports	industry	
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		ABOUT	US	
The	Jeffrey	S.	Moorad	Center	for	the	Study	of	Sports	Law	
advances	a	new	era	of	education	for	sports	industry	
professionals	as	one	of	only	a	handful	of	institutes	in	the	US	
dedicated	to	the	study	of	sports	law.	The	Center	takes	
students	behind	the	games	to	broader	issues	through	
rigorous	academic	study,	innovative	programs,	internship	
opportunities,	scholarship,	and	research	to	lead	discourse	
and	provide	thoughtful	and	experienced	analysis	in	the	field	
of	sports.	Under	the	leadership	of	respected	and	
accomplished	voices	in	the	industry,	the	Center	educates	and	
inspires	students	to	new	heights	in	sports	law	and	beyond.	
The	Center	aims	to	be	a	thought	leader	in	not	only	sports	law	
but	also	in	topical	issues	and	the	changing	dynamics	in	sports	
news,	sports	business,	sports	media,	sports	policy,	and	more.	
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		LEADERSHIP	
ANDREW	BRANDT,	Executive	Director		
Andrew	Brandt	is	a	nationally-recognized	accomplished	sports	executive	and	is	Professor	of	Practice	and	
Executive	Director	of	the	Moorad	Center	for	the	Study	of	Sports	Law	at	Villanova	Law	School.	Brandt	is	
guiding	the	Moorad	Center	to	be	a	destination	for	young	lawyers	interested	in	a	career	in	sports	through	
curricula	including	sports	law	courses	and	nationally	recognized	events	and	lectures.	Brandt	has	been	
involved	with	sports	at	a	variety	of	levels,	as	an	agent,	as	Vice	President	of	the	Green	Bay	Packers	from	
1999-2008,	and	as	a	consultant	for	the	Philadelphia	Eagles.	Brandt	has	become	a	trusted	advisor	and	asset	to	
the	Villanova	Athletics	Department.	Brandt	writes	weekly	columns	on	legal	and	business	issues	in	sports	for	
The	Athletic	and	Sports	Illustrated.	Brandt	served	as	the	Legal	and	Business	Analyst	for	ESPN	from	2011-2017,	
analyzing	business,	legal	and	policy	sports	issues	on	programs	such	as	“Outside	the	Lines”	and	“SportsCenter”	
as	well	as	multiple	appearances	on	ESPN	radio	programs	every	week.	
	
JEFFREY	S.	MOORAD,	Founder	and	Chairman		
Jeffrey	S.	Moorad	’81	committed	$5	million	for	the	creation	of	the	Jeffrey	S.	Moorad	Center	for	the	Study	of	
Sports	Law.	Moorad	is	one	of	the	most	recognizable	names	in	professional	sport	and	has	been	a	leader	in	
the	sports	industry	for	more	than	25	years.	The	founder	of	Moorad	Sports	Management,	he	began	
specializing	in	athlete	representation	in	1983,	focusing	mainly	on	Major	League	Baseball.	Two	years	later,	
Moorad	joined	forces	with	Leigh	Steinberg	to	form	one	of	the	most	dynamic	partnerships	in	the	history	of	
sports	representation,	covering	both	Major	League	Baseball	and	the	National	Football	League.	In	2004,	
Moorad	was	named	a	member	of	the	executive	team	of	the	Arizona	Diamondbacks.	Moorad	has	also	
served	as	Vice	Chairman	and	Chief	Executive	Officer	of	the	San	Diego	Padres.	 60	



SPORTS	LAW	CONCENTRATION	complements	existing	
programs	through	the	highest	level	of	speakers	and	symposia,	
innovative	fellowship	and	internship	opportunities,	
mentorship,	and	research		

SYMPOSIUM	addresses	current	issues	and	hot	topics	in	the	
world	of	sports	law	annually.	Past	symposia	have	covered	
issues	ranging	from	concussions	in	sports,	agents,	and	the	
media		

MOORAD	CENTER	SPEAKER	SERIES	provides	interactive,	
behind-the-scenes	look	at	the	workings	of	the	sports	industry	
as	the	speakers	share	their	knowledge,	professional	
experiences,	and	career	advice	

		PROGRAMS	
The	Jeffrey	S.	Moorad	Center	For	The	Study	Of	Sports	Law	provides	students	with	unique	value-add	
towards	careers	in	amateur	and	professional	sports	
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